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We live in a stunning and dramatic landscape with a rich biodiversity ñ a mysterious 

place of towering mountains, ice fields, alpine meadows, white-water rivers, and 

braided river valleys that run to a milky colour due to the silt and clay deposited by 

glacial melt. 

 

While the Lilõwat is a separate and distinct nation, it remains part of the Stõ§tõimc group.  

We are an Interior Salish tribe and are unique from our Coast Salish cousins in many 

ways. 

 

Our language is called Ucwalm²cwts. It is taught at both Xitõolacw Community School 

and Pemberton High School, and through Simon Fraser University in cooperation with 

the Mount Currie Tsõzil Learning Centre. 

 

Most Lilõwat people live at Mount Currie, near the confluence of the Lillooet and 

Birkenhead rivers, just east of Pemberton, a two-and-a half hour drive north of 

Vancouver on the Sea-to-Sky Highway. 

 

Our 797,131-hectare traditional territory is about twice the size of Rhode Island ñ or 

one-fourth of Vancouver Island. Our territory extends south to Rubble Creek, north to 

Gates Lake, east to the Upper Stein Valley and west to the coastal inlets of the Pacific 

Ocean. 

 

Our geography ñ between two formidable mountain ranges ñ ensured our important 

role in the early regional economy. We were traders. For centuries we bartered and 

exchanged all manner of goods with many other First Nations, and later with non -

aboriginal fur traders, miners and settlers. 

 

Skilled fishers and hunters, we are closely tied to our land. The plant and animal 

resources of the high mountain slopes and river valleys remain critically important to 

us. Like our ancestors we have a profound and harmonious relationship with this land. 

 

~ From the Lilõwat Nation Fact Book 
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The Lilõwat people have a great honour and respect for our traditional lands and we 

welcome you into our Traditional Territory.  Our culture is rich  and our history is long.  

We are happy to share our knowledge and culture with the world but we ask that you 

recognize and respect the protocols and traditions that serve as the foundation for our 

way of life.   

 

Accessing the Community:   

Most of our people live in the community of Mount Currie, 35 minutes north of 

Whistler.  Our children go to school here, our people work here and we conduct the 

business of the Mount Currie Band from our newly constructed Ullus Centre.  While we 

welcome guests into our community, we ask that our privacy is respected.  All visitors 

must register at the Band Office where you may be assigned a guide.  

 

Speaking to our People: 

Our Elders and our youth are honoured in our Community.  We look to our Elders for a 

link to our past and direction for our future and we look to our Youth to lead our 

people into a new generation and maintain our connection to our past.  Our Youth and 

our Elders are precious and should be treated with the utmost dignity and respect.   

 

Filming and Photography of Ceremonies: 

Filming and Photography is generally allowed for most Lilõwat performances however 

there are certain Spiritual Ceremonies, such as smudging and blessing, where filming is 

not permitted.  In some instances we can arrange that recording that may occur with 

special permission. 

 

Requesting Interviews:  

All media requests must go through Mitch Thevarge of the Lilõwat Nation 2010 

Coordination Team.  Mitch will go over protocols for interviewing elders and 

community members and will work with Media for scheduling. Mitch can be contacted 

at mitch.thevarge@lilwat.ca or at 604-894-6115. 


