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1.0 Introduction

This document is an important step in expressing the will of the Lil'wat Nation for the future of
our land. The Lil'wat Land Use Plan will help to ensure healthy lands and waters in our
Traditional Territory. Our pede have lived on this land since time out of mind, using the many
resources that it offers to support our way of life. We live in a rapidly changing world with
resource extraction, land development, and other forms of activity altering the place we live,
every day. This plan outlines how our land should be treated and used, by our Nation and by
others.

We have a deep and longstanding connection to the land, water, plants, and animals of our
Traditional Territory. We respect this place and have an inhesknin guiding its use. This
document provides direction to develop a better future through which all Lil'wat people have an
opportunity to lead productive lives in a healthy environment, surrounded by a vibrant Lil'wat
culture, and engaged in viable astainable economic opportunities.

1.1 Purpose of the Land Use Plan

This document represents the vision of the Lil'wat people for our Traditional Territory. The plan
provides management direction to sustain the plants, animals, and waters oidthésththe
health of the Lil 6wat people, who rely on the

The 1911 Decl ar at i on Wefare thérightful owndrscoboartribal r i be st
territory, and everything pertaining thereto. We halweays lived in our country; at no time have

we deserted it, or left it to others. We have retained it from the invasion of other tribes at the cost

of our blood. 6 The Decl aration defines the ri
the effects of the intrusion of nenative activities on the land, and states the importance of
clarifying the Lil b6bwatods title to and rights
the recent past have provided further recognition of our titleights.

A fundamental belief of our people is that the entire Traditional Territory is important in

sustaining our culture. Our land has towering peaks, fertile valleys|dasng rivers, clear

lakes, and majestic old growth forests. The land amésisurces are, however, vulnerable to

devel opment pressures from the outside. The L
our Traditional Territory, presents a desired future condition of the land, and provides the
fundamental principles of collabation between the Lil'wat and others using the land and

resources, to secure a better future.



The LLUP enables Lil'wat staff, Council, community members, and others to make better
informed decisions. The Lil'wat vision and policies for the Trad#ld erritory expressed in this
plan provide greater clarity for Lil'wat people and for +atoriginal governments, developers,
and planners.

The LLUP is a living document, which will evolve through with time. The cultural,
environmental, and economic arfmation base that supports the Plan is being updated as
interviews are conducted, documents are reviewed, and archeological sites are found. The

management direction in the Plan is based on the best available information, including the views

of the commuity. Revisions to this Plan can be expected as new information is brought forward.

1.2 Scope of the Land Use Plan

Recent evidence has come to light that indicates that the Traditional Territory of the Lil'wat
Nation extends beyond the boundaries of thi'wat Land Use Plan. The exact location of these
boundaries needs to be verified through further study. This Phase 1 Land Use Plan contains
analysis, policies, and land use designations that apply inside Traditional Territory boundaries
developed in 203 (Map 1).

Ot her boundaries of the area actively used
anthropologist James Te{iMap 2). Because the extent of the Traditional Territory has yet to be
confirmed, the boundaries of area included in this Phdsend Use Plan should be considered
preliminary.

Map 3 presents the main watersheds in the preliminary Lil'wat Traditional Territory boundary
considered in this Phase 1 Land Use Plan.

! James A. Teit is weknown for his many contributions to the ethnography of the British
Columbia interior First Nations published between 1896 aR@.19

by



Map 1. Current boundaries of Lil'wat Traditional Territory




Map 2. 1906 map showing fAthe habitat of the

t, Lillocet River Band. g 3
2, Pemberton Band. - 4 Fraser River Band.

Teit, James A. fiMemeirs df thé Americas Museum afiNatural Hisidrfgl. 2, Pt. 5, edited
by Franz Boas. New York and Leiden: E.J. Brill and G.E. Stechert, 1906.



Map 3. Major watersheds in current Lil'wat Traditional Territory
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The plan focuses on the land and waters of the Traditional Territory at a strategic level, and
provides highlevel land allocation and resource management direction. As a result, the plan does
not include detailed information about Lil'wat reserve lands or other jurisdictions such as
Pemberton and Whistler. It is recognized that more detailed plarsraguired for specific

areas of the Traditional Territory at the watershed;vgatershed, and site level to manage

cultural, environmental, and economic values.

The Province of British Columbia has designat
Territory as fdparko. Lil"wat title and rights
be accommodated for the impacts of all tenures in our Traditional Territory, including provincial
parks. The Lil'wat Nation expects that all areas deséghas parks in will be subject to

collaborative management, whereby the Lil'wat Nation will have an equal voice in deciding
appropriate management and enabling access to the land for traditional activities through joint
decision making.

This plan is notntended to serve as a comprehensive historic land use and occupancy study for
the Lil'wat Traditional Territory. New information is being collected each year, and existing
information is being compiled, but much more research will be required to creatmassand
respect of the Lil'wat people and our past land uses, travel patterns, traditional and cultural
activities, and way of life.



2.0 The Lil'wat Nation

The history of our people is written on the land.

We have lived in our Traditional Territogince time out of mind, and rely on the bounty of the
land to provide the resources we need to survive and flourish. We fish, hunt, and gather,
understanding that the seasonal cycles of the land present many goods that welicdheuse.
spring and summewe collect berries, wild onions, potatoes, and other roots. The rivers give us
five species of salmon, from the spring salmon that arrive in March, to the coho salmon that
signals the onset of winter. Year round, trapping and hunting provide us withridadothing.

The Creator has blessed our home.

The community of Mount Currie is the current
2003, the L2| 6wat Nation had a popudsertei on of
This populatem pl aces the L2 6wat among the four | ar
Columbia.

The Lil owat is a separate and distinct aborig
are responsible for the use, management and governance of our mehdigaitory within the
St 68t 6imc territory.

Our language is UcwalmicwtEhrough our language, we communicate the essence of who we

are as Lil dwat . Linguists, working together
the community is usingptrecord and teach our language and our history. The language is taught
both at the Band operated Xit 6 &dcendanScload,mmuni t vy
and through Simon Fraser University in cooperation with the Mount CusiedLearning

Centre

Traditionally, we have had an oral history. Traditional knowledge and community history is

transmitted to young petgpthrough two kinds of stories;q w®q wenle@ ni ng,afidt r ue st
sptakwlhme ani ng fAl egendo. Cul t umsaid magpedoowthee dge i n o1
landscape much as other Canadians might use a calendar. Events are anchored to place and

people use locations in space to speak about events over time. Both® gandspitakwlh

stories are told with reference to place names on ttkvidnere events occurred.

We have led the economy of our Traditional Territory throughout our history. Our location in the
transition zone between the coast and the interior ensured our important role in the regional
economy. Many of the food items antther products collected from the Traditional Territory

were traded by our people with other First Nations, and later, with immigrant miners, fur traders,
and settlers. I n this way, the L2| 6wat way of

1C



by the nteraction of aboriginal people and Europeans, which often brought hardship to our
people. The participation by L2 dédwat and ot he
emergence of Canada as a nation.

Today, L2 6wat t r &nddtd be onpoatdnt innoaryosal eadnomly.iFishe ¢ o n
game, plant foods, and medicines prepared in the traditional manner are bought and traded with
the Sto68tdi mc communities and neighboring Fir

Traditional crafts continue to be important both ecomally and to maintain traditional

knowledge and sustain our ways of life. We are famous basket makers, producing baskets with
intricate weaves and patterns created from cedar roots, cedar bark, wild cherry bark, and various
grasses and reeds. Hand druhat our skilled artisans make from wood and the skins of deer,
coyote, and moose are eagerly sought. Carvers in wood continue to create beautiful art, and
clothing made of deer and moose is made and worn for special occasions. Singing and hand
drumming ae an integral part of all Lil'wat gatherings, and passed along with our language
through the teachings in our community school.

Our culture and livelihood depend on a healthy environment and access to it. Through
dedication, perseverance and creativenaaships, we will ensure we maintain traditional
stewardship of the land.

We have been here since time immemorial and will be here until the end of time. We are from
here and our lives are intertwined with the fate of our Traditional Territory. Wenetkct this
land to ensure that future generations can live and prosper.

11



3.0 Lil'wat Title and Rights

The L2 6wat Nation has aboriginal title to, a
Territory, our TOomi cw. Weabdmdonedtharightseorourceded, s
Traditional Territory. Similarly, our aboriginal rights to this Traditional Territory have not been
extinguished. As is amply illustrated through the archaeological, ethnographic, and oral history
records on the land, we caonclusively demonstrate our aboriginal rights and title interests

throughout the area.

Early L2| 6wat peoples utilized our Traditiona
fishing, and gathering activities that tied us inextricablytotheld t hat i1 s our L2106
Territory. Our peopleds pursuit of resources

Pemberton Valley and the Lillooet and Upper Cheakamus River watersheds from Rubble Creek
in the south to the Bridge River (n@ammed to create Carpenter and Downton Reservoirs) and
Gates Lake in the north and from Duffy and Little Lillooet Lakes and the Upper Stein Valley in
the east to the coastal inlets on the western boundary of our Traditional Territory.

Early written acconts of settlers, church and government officials and ethnographers document

our lifestyle and presence in our Traditional Territory. Ndmoriginal observers acknowledged

that during the mid to late Yand early2c ent ur i es, t he Ttaditodawat had
Territory that included the Whistler region, from which we derived their sustenance and

economy. The map of ethnographer James Teit (1iB0§ratesone view ofthe extent of

L21 6wat Traditional Territmartogfthel¥sentaryeascr i bed b
including the upper reaches of the Squamish (Cheakamus) River system.

Documented archaeological sites throughout the Traditional Territory attest to the use and
occupation of this land by the ancestors of our moedeany L Rldtian.\W heke sites include
trails, burial grounds, village siteistkins (house pits for underground houses), cache pits, fire
pits, petroglyphs, pictographs, and culturally modified trees. Our people also used long houses
throughout various portions tie year. These sites date back for thousands of years. This
evidence of physical occupation over time is present throughout the Traditional Territory
demonstrating a long and unbroken history of habitation and use of all areas of the Traditional
Territory from high elevation terrestrial habitats to river valleys and coastal areas. Although the
archaeological record is impressive, it is also very incomplete. Through the development of
referral protocols, consultation, and subsequent investigations, reitesrsistently found across
the Traditional Territory.

The record is incomplete largely due to the fact that much of the area has been logged or
otherwise developed or impacted and many sites have been destroyed. Also, all the lands that

12



have been prempted and turned into fee simple have been completely alienated from the
Lil'wat and any sites on these lands remain unrecorded.

Our oral tradition supports the body of evidence of use and occupation of the Traditional

Territory we claim as our own undaboriginal entittlement. These ancient stories, passed on

through time, place our people in the Pemberton Valley, near Mount Currie, along Lillooet Lake
and the Lillooet and Birkenhead River s, both
containmany specific references to places within the Traditional Territory and refer to physical
structures, such as rocks or mountains, which can still be identified today. The oral tradition
confirms the key connection between our people and the lands and ofader Traditional
Territory; we understand our history as being
place names for sites and features across the Traditional Territory attest to our presence on this
land since the beginning of time an@sle names anchor our people to the place by defining a
connection that reaches back over thousands of years.

Our oral tradition is very clear that the Lil'wat Traditional Territory was defined distinctly from

the territories of surrounding tribes of Indg Our people view the land as ours to the extent that

we had exclusive rights to the occupation of this Traditional Territory. This is illustrated by the

fact we fought wars to keep out neighboring tribes. Considerable conflict between the Lil'wat

and sone of our neighbors was recorded in the written record at a time period around contact

with Europeans. Defensive actions were taken by the Lil'wat to protect our villages. Stockades
were erected, underground passages built, and sentries posted, to diefgesl Resource
harvesting areas were al so pr ot &icrelaeadl groupss e by
were not.

The Lil'wat Nation is a separate and distinct aboriginal nation that has, for thousands of years,
occupied and used, and whicmtiaues to occupy and use, our Traditional Territory. The land

of the Traditional Territory very much defines who we are; we are anchored to it through our
extensive history on it and use of it. We continue to use and occupy the Traditional Territory and
have continually publicly asserted our title to it. The strength of our title case to our Traditional
Territory is impressive and unassailable.

In December 2003, we filed a Writ in the Supreme Court of British Columbia against British
Columbia and Canadelaiming aboriginal title to our Traditional Territory and aboriginal rights
throughout our Traditional Territory. This claim seeks, among other things, a declaration that we
still hold aboriginal title over, and aboriginal rights throughout, our Traditiderritory and

damages for the wrongful taking of these title lands.
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4.0 Context of the Lil'wat Land Use Plan

Lil'wat Nation Traditional Territory encompasses magnificent mountain peaks, abundant fish
bearing streams, majestic forests, and producties ualleys. Our Traditional Territory also

supports growing communities, intense resource extraction activities, arexgagding

recreational interests. These activities introduce major challenges to sustainably managing the
land, but they also providgpportunities for our people when done properly. Our options and
choices regarding land and resource protection, management, and use have been severely
reduced by development and resource extraction that have taken place throughout our Traditional
Territory over the last 100 years without our approval and without any appropriate
acknowledgement of our aboriginal title and rights.

This Lil'wat Land Use Plan provides direction for managing the lands in Lil'wat Traditional
Territory in a way that respectagrecognizes Lil'wat principles. Throughout the history of our
people, each area across the land has played an important role in providing food, materials, and
opportunities for spiritual renewal. This Plan recognizes the historical importance of qur land

but it also recognizes the change that has already occurred. This change will not unnecessarily
restrict our vision for the future, as some areas that have been devastated can be rehabilitated
with time. The plan seeks to balance protecting culturalpontant areas, maintaining intact
wilderness and natural landscapes, and providing economic opportunities for our people.

We have done many things in the past two decades to support our growing written cultural
knowledge base, to identify suitable eoonic opportunities, and to explore ways to improve the
well being of our people. The LLUP builds on these initiatives.

4.1 Lil'wat Cultural Heritage Land and Resource Protection Plan

The Lil'wat Cultural Heritage Land and Resource Protection Plan (CHLRPRP)amapleted in
March 2004, and was developed with the support of an advisory committee and community
input. The CHLRPP describes traditional wuse

The CHLRPP provides an important basis from which to recognize the padtLT builds on
the CHLRPP by incorporating a forwal@bking perspective that tries to balance cultural,
environmental and economic interests.
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4.2 Lil'wat Strategic Plan

The Lil'wat Nation Chief and Council adopted the Lil'wat Strategic Plan in 20055Trategic

Plan sets goals and priorities for our Nation into the future. It speaks to important Lil'wat values
including: respect, honesty, responsibility, integrity, fairness, living our way of life, Ucwalmicw

Tmicw (the peoplé the land)Nt 6 § Kowevay)andK 6 ul 60t ¢ amke what you n¢

Goals and priorities in the Strategic Plan @gtredon responsible government, control over
Lil'wat Traditional Territory, building strength through culture and language, healthy lifestyles,
community wellbeing, developing economic opportunities, and educational excellence. A
summary of the Lil'wat Strategic Plan is presented below.
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